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March 1, 1948, the Senate Judiciary Sub-Com- 
mittee on Constitutional Amendments reported 
the Equal Rights Amendment to the full Judiciary 
Committee. The report was made verbally by Senator 
Chapman Revercomb (Re- 
publican) of West Virginia, 
Chairman of the Sub-Com- 
mittee. 

The Judiciary Sub-Com- 
mittee on Constitutional 
Amendments consists this 
year of only two membens, 
Senator Revercomb, Chair- 
man, and Senator Pat Mc- 
(Democrat), of Ne- 
vada. 


The Amendment had been 
before the Judiciary Sub- 
Committee since its intro- 
duction in the .Senate by 
Senator Capper (Republi- 
can) of Kansas, at the be- 
ginning of the present 80th 
Congress. It now goes to the 
full Judiciary Committee for 
further consideration. 


The changing ‘sentiment 
with regard to the Amend- 
ment was clearly shown in 
the report by Senator Rever- 
comb to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. It was only a short 
time ago, in the last Con- 
gress, that Senator Rever- 
comb wrote a minority re- 
port on the Amendment, in 
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suit brought against the officers and National Council 


of the Woman’s Party. During the entire year, until 
the filing of the motion to dismiss the Appeal, Febru- 


ary 20, 1948, the meetings of our National Council have 


been taken up with discus- 
sions on how to overcome 
this attack upon our work 
rather than with construc- 
tive plans for the work it- 
self. But in spite of this at- 
tempt to discourage the offi- 
cers and members of the 
National Woman’s Party, the 
campaign continued to make 
a surprising advance and, 
when, on February 21, we 
were at last released from 
the worries of the law suit 
and could turn our full ener- 
gies to Congress, the results 
were immediate. Seven days 
later came the Sub-Commit- 
tee report. 


We now turn to the Sub- 
Committee in the House of 
Representatives, which will 
hold a hearing on the Amend- 
ment on March 10. This hear- 
ing was originally planned 
for February 18, but was 
postponed because of the 
death of Representative Rob- 
sion, Chief Sponsor of the 
Amendment in the House, 
the evening before the sched- 
uled hearing. And what a 


Chi sound supporter of the 
which report he vigorously Chi Amendment he wast, What 
This year when he presented ee a tragic loss his death has 


the Amendment to the full : 
Judiciary Committee, he showed marked friendliness 
toward the Amendment. 


Senator McCarran gave warm support to the meas- 
ure in the Sub-Committee. It will be remembered that 
Senator McCarran was chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee in 1946 when-the Committee recommended the 
Amendment to the Senate for passage, and that he 
presided at the meeting of the Judiciary Committee in 
1948, in the absence of the Chairman, when the Amend- 
ment was reported favorably. Senator McCarran also 
aided us at the Democratic National Convention in 
1944, when he. voted for the inclusion of the Equal 
Rights Amendment plank in the Democratic platform. 

The first part of the 80th Congress, when we should 
have been concentrating on the completion of the work 


for the Amendment, was sadly beclouded by the law 


been to us all! 


We call upon members of the National Woman’s 
Party to do all in their power to obtain a favorable 
vote by both Houses before the adjournment of Con- 
gress next June for the national political conventions. 


The outlook is hopeful. We have the planks and 
Chairmen of both Parties pledged to work for the 
Amendment; forty-five Governors and former Gover- 


-Nors support its passage; the clergy of all denomina- 


tions, Protestant, Jewish and Catholic, have declared 
their support; President Truman endorses it; Sena- 
tor Vandenberg, President of the Senate, and Rep- 
resentative Martin, Speaker of the House, both urge 
a favorable vote on the Amendment; over thirty 
national woman’s organizations, comprising approxi- 
mately ten million women, are working for its 


passage. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


Foy of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

“Co and the several States shall have power, within their 
+ ve jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legisla- 


“This amendment shall take effect three years after the date of 


ratification.” 
Introduced in Senate February 21, 1947. 
Introduced in House January 9, 1947. 
Referred to Judiciary Committee in each House. 
At present before both sub-committees. 


— 
— 


Proclaim Truth! 


In this one hundredth year since the first Equal 
Rights meeting, opponents of equality are proclaiming 
in meetings and in the press that women have now 
won all rights and have no more to win. 


That this is far from the truth we all know well. If 
1948 is to be the great year of fulfillment and not the 
terrible year of betrayal of the Seneca Falls meeting 
in 1848, we must “proclaim truth to all the people.” 


The National Woman’s Party must undertake a 
more active campaign of information as well as of 
political leadership. To do this we must have funds. 


Help fulfill the demands of 1848. 
Send whatever money you can afford. 
The need is great. The time is short. 


Lucretia Mott In Philadelphia In 1849 


“The question is often asked, ‘What does woman wan 
more than she enjoys? What is she seeking to obtain? 
what rights is she deprived? What privileges are withheld 
from her?’ I answer, she asks nothing as favor, but as right; 
she wants to be acknowledged a moral, responsible being. 
She is seeking not to be governed by laws in the making of 
which she has no voice, 


“Let woman then go on, not asking favors, but claiming as 
right, the removal of all hindrances to her elevation in the 
scale of being; let her receive encouragement for the proper 
- cultivation of all her powers, so that she may enter profitably 
into the active business of life.” 


Past National Chairmen, and Chairmen 


Equal Rights Amendment on Agenda 
of Senate Judiciary Committee 


Following closely on the Senate Judiciary Sub- 
Committee report, the full Judiciary Committee has 
placed the Equal Rights Amendment on its agenda as 
Item Number 1, for its meeting on March 15. 

Many of the members of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee voted for the Amendment when it was favor- 
ably reported from the Committee in the last Con- 
gress, and also when the measure was voted on for the 
first time by the United States Senate, July 19, 1946. 


Among the staunch, long-time friends of the Amend- 


ment on the Senate Judiciary Committee are, Senator 


Alexander Wiley, of Wisconsin, now Chairman of the 
Committee; Senator William Langer, North Dakota: 
Senator Homer Ferguson, Michigan; Senator Pat Mc- 


Carran of Nevada, who was Chairman-of the Com- 


mittee when the favorable report was made; Senator 
Harley M. Kilgore, West Virginia, and Senator J. 
William Fulbright, of Arkansas. 


New Jersey Leads The Way Toward Equality 
By Mrs. GEorRGE T. VICKERS 
Secretary-Treasurer, New Jersey Branch, 

National Woman's Party 

At the end of last year New Jersey adopted a new 
constitution. It was the first state in the Union to 
include the provision that “Wherever in this constitu- 
tion the term ‘person’, ‘persons’, ‘people’, or any per- 
sonal pronoun is used, the same shall be taken to 
include both sexes.” 

Groups of New Jersey women numbering forty thou- 
sand endorsed and worked for this Article X to their 
State’s constitution. Now they are working for the 
success of the Equal Rights Amendment to the Federal 
Constitution, and petition its adoption in this session 
of Congress. | 

The New Jersey Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party, Mrs. Ethel M. Adamson, Chairman, Mrs. Mona 
Marran, Vice-Chairman, is in the vanguard of this 
campaign. Members are proud that the State’s two 
great Senators and many House members are heartily 
supporting the passage of the Amendment by the 80th 
Congress. 

Senator Hawkes in a statement comments on the 
New Jersey constitution as follows: 


“The new constitution of New Jersey 
adopted in 1947 is a Bill of Rights for all the 
citizens of our State. New Jersey is the first 
State to give equal constitutional rights to 
women. I am very proud that my State has 
taken this forward step and I consider it a 
splendid augury for the adoption of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States by this present session of 
Congress.” 


_ The State Bar Association in 1941 approved in prin- 
ciple the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the 
constitution and in June, 1947, these men and women 
lawyers recommended to the state constitutional con- 
vention that equal rights for: men and women be 
embodied in the new charter. 

The detailed appeal ended with this paragraph: 

“Tn spirit women have attained a legal status equal 
with men, but in fact they are still in a subject class. 
This is incompatible with the right to vote and with 
the responsibilities women are assuming. The proposed 
equal rights clause would confirm the rights women 
now enjoy and clothe them with the power and dignity 
to assume full responsibilities as citizens, and an un- 
trammeled right to opportunity and self-development.” 
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John Marshall Robsion ... Friend And Leader 


By ANITA POLLITZER, 
Chairman of the National Woman’s Party 


HEN Congressman John Marshall Robsion of 

Kentucky passed away on February the seven- 
teenth, advocates of the Equal Rights Amendment lost 
the leadership of a great friend in Congress. As rank- 
ing member of the House Judiciary Committee, as 
Chief Sponsor of the Equal Rights Amendment, and 
as Chairman of the sub committee of the Judiciary 
charged with reporting the Amendment to the House 
of Representatives, Mr. Robsion was earnest and in- 
tent on the passage of the Amendment in this session. 
We will greatly miss his wisdom and personal legisla- 
tive guidance. 


From the time he consented to act as our Chief 
Sponsor, he built solidly. Early in the session, he 
wrote to friends of the Amendment inviting them to 
join him in its introduction. In response to this, 102 
members of the House of Representatives are officially 
cooperating in securing passage of the Amendment. 
Through the reorganization period of the first session 
of this Congress, he carefully planned so that the 
Amendment would receive early consideration in this 
session. To this end he scheduled an early hearing. 
This was to have been on February 18. Congressman 
Robsion passed away on the evening before the day 
scheduled for the hearing. 


Those of us who had the privilege of working closely 
with Mr. Robsion on the Amendment deeply appreci- 
ated his ability, his sense of justice, his great under- 
standing and his kindliness. The cases he would cite 
to show the obvious justice of the Amendment came 
from his own experience in the practice of the law and 
his observations of inequality. In a speech which he 
read into the Congressional Record of January 29, aft- 
er quoting support of the Amendment from high 
places, he said with the down-to-earth realism which 
so characterized him: 


“I know a man, not far away from my home, who had 
a wife and 12 children, ranging from a few months to 
16 years of age. They were all at home. They owned no 
land, no personal property except their meagre clothing 
and household goods and one fine Jersey cow. The 
mother was responsible for the family having one cow. 
The cow was the mainstay of the family. The father 
traded that fine Jersey cow for an old second-hand Ford 
car. No persuasion could have induced that mother to 
have made such an improvident trade. But under the 
laws of Kentucky the father had the legal right to 
swap the family cow for this old Ford.” 


There was not a particle of pretense about Mr. Rob- 
sion, and when he said: “We should, without further 
delay, submit to the States for ratification, this consti- 
tutional Amendment and grant equal justice under 
law” that was what he meant. 


Throughout Mr. Robsion’s political life, he took 
pleasure in aiding the cause of women. His first na- 
tional political responsibility came in 1916 when he 
was delegate to the Republican National Convention, 
and was chosen as a member of its Resolutions Com- 
mittee. Alice Paul was there, ee the demand of 
women for a suffrage plank in that platform. She has 
often recalled how Mr. Robsion at once pledged his 
support of the suffrage plank; voting in the Resolu- 
tions Committee and in the Convention of 1916 for this 
first party plank to declare for woman suffrage—an 
experience which undoubtedly caused him to see the 
significance of his party’s present plank favoring sub- 
mission of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


Last July, at a memorable Garden Party at National 
Headquarters, arranged by Cecil Norton Broy, Politi- 
cal Chairman, in honor of the Congressional Sponsors of 
the Amendment, Mr. Robsion, in a rousing speech, pro- 
phesied that in the fight for the Amendment’s passage, 
we would soon “rejoice in triumph.” 


AN APPRECIATION by BETTY GRAM SWING, 
Co-Chairman Political Committee, National Woman’s Party 


With the passing of John M. Robsion, Congressman 
from Kentucky, the National Woman’s Party loses on¢ 
of its most courageous champions. He was a special 
friend of its members, an eloquent advocate of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. He liked to recall his intro- 
duction to their campaign for equality. It was in 1916 
when as member of the Platform Committee of the 
Republican Convention in Chicago he heard the pleas 
of a group, drenched with rain and shivering with cold. 
They had been parading during a storm and had left 
the line of march to make their pleas before the Com- 
mittee. With a twinkle in his eye he often related this 
episode and-how he was captivated by the fervor and 
valor of this group. Two years later when he came to 
Washington as a Congressman one of the first votes he 
cast was for the 19th Amendment enfranchising 
women. 


Mr. Robsion was known to his friends as “that 
Mountain Congressman.” He resembled the Great 
Emancipator in more than appearance, like Lincoln, 
being rangy and six feet four in height. Born in a 
one-room log cabin, orphaned at twelve, he worked his 
way through school, graduated from National Normal 
University, taught school, practiced law and entered 
politics. He was elected to Congress in 1918 and was 
one of the few Republicans able to hold his seat from 


a normally Democratic state. 


He held some of the most important committee 
assignments, among them that of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and as chairman of its sub-committee which 
handled the Equal Rights Amendment, was in a key 
position to guide the destiny of its passage through the 
80th Congress. He had a clear vision of the importance 
of extending and guaranteeing under the law, democ- 
racy to half the population of this country. He felt 
that the year 1948 was not only crucial but dramatic. 
He said it was the year of destiny for women’s free- 
dom, that it was crucial because of the necessity of 
recording the enormous gains in support of the Amend- 
ment before the coming election ; dramatic—because of 
the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the first 
equal rights meeting ever held’ in any country in the 
world. Mr. Robsion was determined to culminate the 
campaign in victory. 

But he died the day before the scheduled hearing of 
the Equal Rights Amendment before the Committee of 
the Judiciary of the House, on the very eve of success. 

Like Lincoln who led the great fight to end the 
enslavement of a race, Mr. Robsion led the fight for 
similar freedom and guarantees for women. All women 
in the United States owe profound gratitude to this 
man, “that mountain Congressman” who dared to fight 
for their freedom. We have lost one of our wisest coun- 
selors and one of our best friends. 
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End Of The Law Suit 


Statement To Members Concerning Law Suit (Civil Action 530-47) 


By MABEL E. GRISWOLD, Secretary of the National Woman’s Party, and 
MAMIE SYDNEY MIZEN, Secretary pro tem of the National Council. 


T is with a sense of profound gratitude that we re- 

port that the law suit (Civil Action 530-47) that 

has so marred the life of the National Woman's Party 
during the past year, has at last come to an end. 


This suit was brought by a few individuals against 
the National Officers and Council of the National Wom- 
an’s Party on February 5, 1947, in an effort to take 


over the organization, its name, Headquarters, rec- - 


ords, seal and other property. The suit has now been 
finally terminated by an order signed by Justice Proc- 
tor, on March 2, 1948, dismissing the Appeal that has 
been taken by those bringing the suit. The favorable 
Judgment by Justice Proctor, in which he upheld the 
duly elected National Officers and Council on all 
points, stands therefore as the final decision in the 
The Judgment by Justice Proctor is given elsewhere 
in this issue. We give below an outline of the princi- 
pal events that have occurred in connection with the 
suit since the last issue of “Equal Rights.” 


THE APPEAL 


On January 12, 1948, there was filed in the District 
Court of the United States for the District of Colum- 
bia a notice of Appeal from the Judgment rendered by 
Justice Proctor on December 15, 1947. A bond was 
also posted. The notice of Appeal was signed by 
Charles A. Horsky as attorney for those who had 
brought the suit against the officers and Council of 
the National Woman’s Party. 


MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL 


On February 20, 1948, there was filed in the District 
Court for the District of Columbia a motion to dismiss 
the Appeal. This motion was filed by those who had 
brought the suit in February, 1947, and who, on Jan- 
uary 12, 1948, had filed the notice of Appeal. Here 
follow the words of this momentous document in femi- 
nist history: 


“Comes now National Woman’s Party, a corporation, 
the appellant in the above-entitled cause, by its counsel 
and moves this court that the a herein, notice of 
which was filed January 12, 1948, and which has not 
been docketed in the United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia, be dismissed.” 


Those who brought the suit concealed their names 
throughout this whole strange proceeding. They had 
the amazing effrontery to use the name of the National 
Woman’s Party, instead of their own names, in filing 
the suit, in filing the notice of Appeal, and in filing the 
motion to dismiss the Appeal. The identity of those 
bringing the suit and the Appeal is not clear even yet. 
But whoever was responsible for the suit and for the 
Appeal, one thing is certain, it was not the National 
Woman’s Party, although the Woman’s Party name 
was used throughout as the plaintiff. The name of 
only one individual appeared in the court records in 


connection with the Appeal, namely, Attorney Charles 
A. Horsky, attorney for those who brought the suit. 


DISMISSAL OF APPEAL 


On March 2, 1948, the order dismissing the Appea 
was signed by Justice Proctor. It read: | 


“Ordered : 
“That the aforegoing motion be granted, 
and the appeal be, and it is hereby dismissed. 
“JAMES M. PROCTOR, 


Justice 
“Dated March 2, 1948.” 


The end of the Appeal marks the end of the whole 
sad journey for the National Woman’s Party during 
the past year, wherein the cause of women paid in 
costly coin. Although on the calendar it said merely, 
“March 2, 1948,” in the annals of the National Wom- 
an’s Party this day marked the end of a year-long 
Via Dolorosa. The meaningless struggle exhausted 


‘time, energy and money, which might have been uti- 


lized to bring about the consummation of the devoted, 
selfless effort of the National Woman’s Party to get 
the Equal Rights Amendment written into our basic 


law. 
SUPPORT FROM THE MEMBERSHIP 


It is heartening to realize that practically the entire 
membership of the National Woman’s Party stood by 
staunchly in resisting this attack—an attack even 
more difficult to withstand than that made during the 
Suffrage Campaign when many women were impris- 


oned. In particular, the loyal backing of so many 


women who have been with the Party from its very in- 
ception has been a source of strength to the National 
Officers and Council members who have been compelled 
to bear the brunt of this ordeal. 


And the rejoicing from our members has continued 
to pour in. Here are just a few of the letters that have 
come as we write, to indicate the tenor of them all. 
First, from Mrs. Josephine Nevins Keal of Michigan: 


Dear Holders of the Fort: 


“I am enclosing my check, an extra dividend. I do 
hope that we shall finish the job soon, before you are 
worn out and our ‘friends’ have another chance to delay 
the consummation of the long struggle for justice for 
women. This attack is to me utterly mprehensible.” 


Here is one from Lady Pethick-Lawrence of Eng- 
land, President of the World Woman’s Party, and one 
of the most honored and beloved leaders of the World 
Movement to raise the status of women: 

“J am so extremely glad and so relieved to know that 
the lege difficulties have been gloriously overcome. It 
must have been a very great drain. I trust and believe 


that the Woman’s Party is now in a stronger position 
than ever before.” oi 


And a third from Miss Louise van Eeghen of Hol- 
land, Vice-Chairman of the World Woman’s Party, and 
Vice-President of the International Council of Women, 
now working for woman’s rights in Geneva, Switzer- 


“T am so extremel 


lad that you have gained your 
just cause! I never 


ubted you would, but it is such a 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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JUDGMENT 


By JUSTICE JAMES M. PROCTOR 


In Civil Action No. 580-47 in the District Court of the United States for the District of 
Columbia, the following Judgment, printed here in full, was rendered December 15, 
1947, by Justice Proctor. This Judgment upheld the incumbent national officers of the 
National Woman’s Party, headed by Anita Pollitzer, and held that the so-called conven- 
tion of January 10, 11, 12, 1947, which had sought to oust these officers was invalid. The 
Judgment carried out the decision rendered by Justice Proctor on November 21, 1947 
which was printed in the September-December issue of Equal Rights. 


This cause came on to be heard at this term of 
Court, and thereupon, upon consideration thereof and 
evidence adduced at the hearing, the Court makes the 
following findings of fact and conclusions of law: 


FINDINGS OF FACT 


(1) The National Woman’s Party is a private non- 
stock, non-profit corporation, organized under the laws 
of the District of Columbia for the purpose of securing 
equality for women. 


(2) The constitution and by-laws provide that a 
National Convention shall be held biennielly, the date 
and place to be determined by the National Council. 


(3) The resolution adopted by the National Council 
on September 28, 1946, providing for a Convention to 
be held at Washington, D. C., in January, 1947, was a 
reasonable and sufficient compliance with the consti- 
tutional requirement that the National Council deter- 
mine the date and place for a National Convention. 
The resolution in such form carried with it implied 
authority to the National Chairman, as chief adminis- 
trative officer, to select the exact time and place within 
the terms of the resolution. It appears from. the 
weight of the evidence, that there was a general under- 
standing and acquiescence in a proposal made at the 
meeting that the exact date be left to the officers. This 
lends support and authority to the action of the Na- 
tional Chairman, after collaboration with the officers 
and attention to many details, in finally selecting Jan- 
uary 25 and 26, 1947, for the Convention. 


(4) Agreeably to this action a formal call was 
printed in the official organ of the National Woman’s 
Party and mailed to the members October 28, 1946, 
announcing January 25 and 26, 1947, as the date for 
the Convention in Washington, D. C. Copy for this 
call was furnished by. the Chairman to the printer 
October 14, 1946. 


(5) The steps thus taken for the Convention ob- 
tained further support and authority from the Na- 
tional Council at their regular meeting in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, on December 15, 1946, at which time they 
adopted a resolution to postpone the Convention from 
January 25 and 26, to April 12 and 18, 1947, and to 
change the place to Chicago, Illinois. In doing this 
they recognized and approved the action which led to 
setting the Convention for January 25 and 26, 1947, 
the constitutional power to determine the date and 
place of a convention carrying with it the power to 
change a time and place previously fixed. 


(6) For these reasons I find that the call for Jan- 
uary 25 and 26, was valid. 


(7) The attempted Convention of January 10, 11, 
and 12, 1947, lacked the basic support of a valid call, 
not only because it. was in direct conflict with the 
legally authorized Convention called for January 25th, 
but because the attempted call emanating from the 
meeting of certain Council members of October 27, 
1946, was a nullity, due to the fact that the meeting 


itself was illegally convened. The request of ten mem- 


‘bers for a National Council meeting upon which the 


call for the October 27th meeting was made should 
have been addressed, or at least delivered, to the Na- 
tional Chairman, and the call should have been made 
or directed by her. Yet it was delivered to the Secre- 
tary, who assumed the authority to issue the call for a 
Council meeting. All this was done without the knowl- 
edge or approval of the Chairman, Admittedly the 
Chairman and Council members of this organization 
are analogous to the president and directors of a busi- 
ness corporation. As to those the general rule of law 
requires that under circumstances similar to the ones 
with which we are now dealing the request for a spe- 


- cial meeting should be made to the president and he 
should issue the call. It is a sound rule, for such pro- 


cedure would seem essential to assure responsible man- 
agement of corporate affairs. Any other course would 
likely lead to conflict and confusion such as has unfor- 
tunately developed in the present case. As head of the 
organization and in the absence of any express provi- 
sion to the contrary the National Chairman was the 


_ proper officer to make the call. 


(8) The purported meeting of the National Coun- 
cil of January 9, 1947, which attempted to bolster the 
Convention for the following day was called in the 
same way as the meeting of October 27th. For similar 
reasons that meeting was invalid. Also, if it had been 
legally called its actions were a nullity, for it lacked a 
quorum to transact business. Gail Laughlin did not 
enjoy the status of a State Chairman, and therefore 
could not be counted in making a quorum for holding 
a meeting of the National Council; nor could proxy 
voting in behalf of other members be supported by 
any provision of the constitution and by-laws, or any 
general rule of law. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


(1) The call for the January 25 and 26, 1947, Con- 
vention, in Washington, D. C., was valid. It was au- 
thorized by the September 28, 1946, National Council 
meeting, properly supplemented by the action of the 
Chairman and officers in fixing the day of the month. 
Further support and authority were given to the call 
by the regular meeting of the National Council on 
December 15, 1946. It follows that the efforts on the 
part of a group of members, beginning October 27, 
1946, to hold a Convention January 10, 11, and 12, 
1947, were invalid, that all action taken by that gather- 
ing on January 10, 11, and 12, 1947, was void, and those 
persons claiming title to officers in the National Wom- 
an’s Party by action of the purported Convention of 
January 10, 11, and 12, 1947, are without lawful right 
or title to support their claims. . 


(3) The purported National Council meeting of Jan- 

. on October 27, 1946, which undertook to call a conven- 

tion for January 10, 11, and 12, was a nullity, due to 

the fact that the October 27th meeting itself was ille- 

gally convened. The call for that meeting should have 
’ (Continued on Page 7) 
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Mary E. Woolley . . . An Appreciation 


By GRACE CooK KURZ 
Member of the National Council, National Woman’s Party 


ta death of Mary Emma Woolley on September 5, 
1947 closes the record of one of the outstanding 


women of our country. Something of her brilliant 
career is known around the world. Indeed fifteen 


years ago she was acclaimed one of the twelve great 
women in a century. She was a vigorous advocate of 
peace, and when President Hoover made her a member 
of the unhappily futile Disarmament Conference at 
Geneva in 1931, she learned much about the diplomatic 
difficulties in the way of international understanding 
in a world controlled by men and the age-old tradi- 
tions of men. 

This appointment and Miss Woolley’s position as 
President of Mt. Holyoke College contributed to her 
prestige and gave her many opportunities for public 
service. She wrote and lectured on international and 
educational issues. She was active in many national 
societies, serving as president of AAUW and as the 
first woman member of the senate of Phi Beta Kappa. 
She realized that too many doors were opened to her as 
“the first woman,” or “the only woman”; and while 
she was thus contributing to the widening of the crack 
in the door, she regretted that it was so seldom wide 
open. It was inevitable that Miss Woolley should be- 
~ come a feminist, and while we admire her accomplish- 
ment we are grateful for her service to women. 


Her honorary degrees would fill a trunk. Yet her 
first honorary title was one that she treasured, for it 


was bestowed not as a tribute to her learning or pub-— 


lic achievement but because of her friendliness and 
ready humor. It happened in this way. Miss Woolley 
was a young woman in her early thirties when she 
went to Wellesley to teach Biblical History. And 
history is what she taught in those courses, which 
were required an hour a week for three years. The 
freshmen entering with her in the autumn of 1895 
soon learned to respect and admire this new teacher. 
I was one of those students; and I recall her friendly 
aspect as she stood before us, a dark-haired young 
woman with a long, plain face often lighted by a smile 
of the broad mouth and the eloquence of dark eyes. We 
liked her bearing, and her immaculate tailored costume 
with crisp “shirt-waist,” high collar, and properly 
adjusted tie. We soon learned that she was not only a 
good teacher, but a friend and adviser as well. She 
knew every one of us, for she was gifted with the fac- 
ulty of putting names and faces together and remem- 
bering individuals as persons. Before we left college 


-we had made Miss Woolley our honorary member, and 


for fifty years she has stood ready to continue the 
friendly relationship which she herself had made 
possible. 


I think it is this accessibility, this kindness and 
readiness in companionship—in fact this Christian 
spirit expressed in action—that dominated Miss Wool- 
ley’s life and contributed to her honor and fame. She 
had few prejudices and much wisdom. She wanted 
justice and peace to prevail, and, with these, clear and 
straight thinking. She wanted these things for men 
and women alike. As President of Mt. Holyoke she 
urged the college girls “to face squarely their twentieth 
century problems.” They certainly had a good example 
before them, for with all her public service their college 
was steadily advancing in prestige and academic stand- 
ing during her thirty-seven years of leadership. 


One of those problems has been, and still is, the legal 
status of women in our own country. Miss Woolley 
met this by joining the National Woman’s Party 
when she perceived that sporadic legislation intended 
to relieve injustice or neglect of women was not 
enough, that the root of the difficulties lay in funda- 
mental legal disabilities of women in a world too long 
regulated by men, and that the only reasonable cure 
must be found in an amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States. At the beginning of the recent 
war she wrote, “We are confronting the most acute 
crisis in human history, a crisis to be met by human 
beings, men and women, on an equal basis. Anything 
less than absolute equality is an anachronism in the 
year of our Lord Nineteen Hundred and Forty-two.” 


This was one of her last pronouncements. A year 
later she was stricken with partial paralysis which 
brought three years of invalidism, borne with charac- 
teristic courage. We shall know more about her per- 
sonal experience when we read the story of her life 
now in preparation by one of those Wellesley girls of 
the class of 1899 who gave her her first honorary 
title. She is Jeannette Marks, well known writer and 
lecturer, and especially known as a vigorous worker 
for the Equal Rights Amendment. She and Miss Wool- 
ley have been close friends and companions for half a 
century, and at Miss Woolley’s request Miss Marks has 
undertaken this task, for which she is better equipped 
than anyone else could be. She states that the biog- 
raphy should appear within the year. 


END THE LAW SUIT 


relief that this shameful attack has been defeated in 
such a splendid way. I am sure the Woman’s Party will 
be even more strong and influential than ever after this 
mean and stupid affair. It has given you the advantage 
of getting the support of so many fine and valuable new 
friends, ,, Who were aroused by this disgraceful pro- 


END OF THE SUIT 


The strange and prod 84 drain upon the National 
Woman’s Party seems to be finally over. Strange, be- 
cause the “WHO” and the “WHY” loom so large and 
so unanswered. Prodigal, not because we “acted in 
such a manner as to cause the suit to drag on unneces- 
sarily” as a late accusation reads, but because there 
was nothing to do but defend against attack. The facts 


as recited in this and preceding numbers of EQUAL 
RIGHTS, we believe to be historically accurate. 


To You, Our Members, to each one of You who has 
stood by patiently, even while you were in the dark as 
to movements and motives, who has loyally and at a 
sacrifice given of your thought and time and money, to 
You goes the real credit for the victory, for constitu- 
tional procedure and against an attempted coup d’ etat. 
The outcome is due to You, All of You, who have held 
up the hands of the officers you put in charge; You 
who have never wavered in the conviction of the right- 
ness of our cause. 


It is YOU who now will carry on the fight for the 
Amendment to its successful conclusion. 
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Birthdays Of Pioneer Feminists Honored 


On January 5 the District of Columbia Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party celebrated the birthday 
of Lucretia Mott by a ceremony at the pioneer femi- 
nist’s statue in the crypt of the National Capitol. 

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Congressional co-chair- 
man of the National Woman’s Party and Democratic 
National Committee Woman for Pennsylvania presided, 
after being introduced by Mrs. Mabel Van Dyke Baer, 
Chairman of the District of Columbia Branch. Speak- 
ers included Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker of Maryland, 
Member of the National Council; Mrs. Anna Griscom 
Elkinson of Pennsylvania, representing the Friends’ 
World Committee and the Friends’ Federal Council, 
and Mrs. Robert W. Macauley of Iowa, Assistant 
Chairman, Republican National Committee. 

Anita Pollitzer, National Chairman, National Wom- 
an’s Party, introduced the representatives of the par- 


Mrs. Robert W. Macauley of lowa, Assist- 
ant Chairman, Republican National Commit- 
tee, lays a wreath at the statue of the pioneer 
feminists in the crypt of the National Capitol. 
Looking on are, Anita Pollitzer, National 
Chairman, National Woman’s Party; Mrs. 
Emma Guffey Miller, Congressional Co- 
Chairman; Senator Arthur Capper of Kan- 
sas, Chief Sponsor in the Senate of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, and Mrs. Mabel 
Van Dyke Baer, Chairman, District of Co- 
lumbia Branch, National Woman’s Party. 


ticipating groups who placed wreathes at the base of 
the statue and spoke words of appreciation. 

Miss Gladys Houston Greiner, Treasurer of the 
National Woman’s Party, read one of her poems, “No 
Night Here.” The Young People’s Choir of Asbury 
Church sang several a cappella numbers. 

After the ceremony tea was served to the guests and 
their friends at Alva Belmont House. 

Susan B. Anthony’s birthday was celebrated on 
February 14 by a meeting in the Florence Bayard 
Hilles Library at Alva Belmont House. 

Dr. Florence A. Armstrong, of the Virginia State 
Branch, gave a stirring address on the need for the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 

Mrs. Marguerite R. Voge, Chairman of the program 
Committee, presented the Woman’s Octette in a de- 
lightful program of chamber music. 


JUDGMENT (Continued) 


been made or directed by the National Chairman, and 
the request of the ten members should have been 
directed to her. 


(3) The purported National Council meeting of Jan- 
uary 9th, which attempted to bolster the Convention 
for the following day, and which was called in the 
Same way as the meeting of October 27th, was invalid 
for the same reasons. If it had been legally called, 
its actions were a nullity because it lacked a quorum 
to transact business. Proxy voting in behalf of other 


members cannot be supported by any provision of the 
Constitution and by-laws, or any general rule of law. 


JUDGMENT 


IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED 
that judgment be, and it hereby is, entered for the 
defendants and the complaint is dismissed. 


(s) JAMES M. PROCTOR 


Justice 
December 15, 1947 
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United Nations Commission On Status Of Women 


iE third meeting of the United Nations Commis- 
sion on the Status of Women was held at Lake 


Success, New York, from January 5-19, 1948. The first 


meeting had been held at Hunter College, New York, 
in April and May, 1946. At this time the Commission 
was a sub-commission of the Human Rights Commis- 
sion. The second meeting was held. at e Success in 
February, 1947. 


It will be remembered that at the first meeting, held 
at Hunter College in 1946, the Commission declared its 
support of the principle of equality for women in all 
fiel Among other resolutions was the following: 


“While no disability should be attached to 
women on the ground of her sex, in regard to 
the enjoyment of full equality, in the exercise 
of social and labor rights and in the assump- 
‘tion of social and labor duties, special consid- 
eration on grounds of health may be given 
equally to men and women and special consid- 
eration to women on grounds of motherhood.” 


This resolution was reaffirmed in the report adopted 
in 1947. An attempt was made at the present meeting 
to have the Commission give its endorsement to a 
labor laws for women, but this attempt was defeated 
and the Commission continued to support full equality 
for women as in its two previous reports. The grati- 
tude of women goes particularly to Madame Begum 
Shareefah Hamid Ali, who made the motion for the 
elimination of the proposed section which would have 
appeared to give support to special labor regulations 
for women. 

At the present following representatives 
of member states on the Commission attended: Madame 
Marie Helen Lefaucheux, France, Chairman; Senora 
Amalia C. de Castillo Ledon, Mexico, First Vice-Chair- 
man; Madame Elizavieta Alekseevna Popova, U.S.S.R., 
Second Vice-Chairman; Madame Alice Kandalft 
Cosma, Syria, Rapporteur; Mrs. Jessie Street, Aus- 
tralia; Madame Evdokia Uralova, Byelorussia; Miss 
Cecilia Sieu-Ling Zung, China, Alternate; Senora Gra- 
ciela Morales F. de Echeverria, Costa Rica; Mrs. Bodil 
ka sg Denmark; Senora Sara B. de Monzon, Guate- 
mala; Madame Begum Shareefah Hamid Ali, India; 
Madame Mihri Pektas, Turkey; Miss Mary Sutherland, 
United Kingdom; Miss Dorothy Kenyon, United States 
of America, and Senora Isabel de Urdaneta, Venezuela. 


~ The Report adopted by the Commission read, in part, 
as follows: 


“The Commission noted with satisfaction that since its first 
session Argentina and Venezuela had granted women full politi- 
cal rights. It expressed the hope that plans for similar action, 
now under way in Costa Rica, Columbia, Peru and Chile, might 
be completed as soon as possible. It extended its congratulations 
to the peoples of Argentina and Venezuela, and to their Gov- 
ernments, on their achievement of full equal political rights for 
men and women in this regard; and called upon the women of 
these countries to make full use of their new responsibilities. 


“The Commission unanimously adopted the following 
resolutions : 


“RESOLUTION ON THE POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN 
“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


person, + es Be of men women and of nations large 
and small, which are referred to in the Charter of the United 
Nations, insistently call for the abolition of the political inequal- 
ity of women which still prevails in many countries; 

“CONSIDERING that the equal icipation of women in 
national, economic, cultural and etal ond political life is impos- 
sible unless women are granted equal rights with men; 

“HAVING REGARD TO the General ly’s decision of 


Assemb 
11 December 1946 concerning the political rights of women and 
of the replies received from some of the Member Governments; 


_ taken when signing the United 


“NOTES THAT, although the vast number of these make no 
distinction between men and women as to the use of the fran- 
chise and eligibility for public office, some report limitations on 
women in this regard; ; 


“RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council: 


(a) instruct the Secretary-General to address a com- 
munication to all Governments which have not replied 
and which do not now grant full political rights to 
women, in ing as to their plans to give effect to the 
Charter ation of — rights for men and 
women,’ in regard to the franchise and eligibility to 
public office, and urging them to take appropriate and 
immediate action; 


(b) request the States Members of the United Nations 
where women have not yet been given the same politi- 
cal rights as men, to grant them such rights in all 
spheres of economic, national, cultural and social and 

litical life. The Commission also draws attention to 

e fact that opportunities for the exercise of these 
rights and a ter measure of activity by women 
voters in making use of their right to take part in 
elections, as well as the introduction of a more general 
system of electing women to key posts in national, 
public, municipal and other institutions, will serve as 
an effective method of stimulating the interest of women 
voters, will increase their interest in social and political 
work, and will ensure a fuller use by women voters of 
their rights to take part in elections .. . 


“RESOLUTION ON THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN 
INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF GOVERNMENTS 


“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


“NOTING that Article 8 of the United Nations Charter pro- 
vides that ‘the United Nations shall place no restrictions on the 
pa. sag! of men and women to participate in any capacity and 
under conditions of equality in its principal and subsidiary 
organs;’ 

“EXPRESSES CONCERN that the Secretary-General has as 
yet a very few women to key positions in the Secre- 


“RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council: 


(a) request the Secretary-General to appoint women 
bend positions in the Secretariat of the United 
ations; 


(b) suggest that Member Governments include women 
in -increasing numbers as_ their representatives on 
organs and agencies of the United Nations and in inter- 
national bodies and conferences; and 


-(c) sug that where such organizations do not 
now include women, special consideration be. given to 
the appointment of women whenever vacancies occur. 


“RESOLUTION ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN 
AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY 


“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


“TAKING NOTE that in some countries not all the positions 
in the civil service are open to women, that there is no repre- 
sentation of women on the civil service committees in charge of 
examinations and appointments, and that there are differences 
between men and women ing lifications, preference in 
appointment, remuneration, opportunities for advancement and 
promotion, and di ifications, such as that married women 
are barred from appointment and continuation of office; and 


nation against women as to professional opportunities access 
to diplomatic and and peste, oven if 
women are fully qualified; 


“RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council 
instruct the Secretary-General to draw the attention of Member 
States to the pledges concerning the status of women under- 

with a view to 
granting wom married or unmarri oppor- 
tunities in the eivil service, in all professions, in all diplomatic, 
consular, and judicial spheres, and at all levels of governmental! 


«RESOLUTION ON NATIONALITY 


“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


“NOTING the many and varied discriminations against women 
that result from conflicts in national laws relating to nation- 


ality, domicile, marriage and divorce, and 
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“NOTING The Hague Convention on the Conflict of Nation- 
ality Laws (1930), the Montevideo Convention on the Nationality 
of Women (1933) and the studies in this field undertaken by the 
League of Nations, 


“RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council 
instruct the Secretary-General: 


(a) to obtain from all member States an account of 
their present laws and administrative practices in the 
fields of nationality, domicile, marriage and divorce in- 
sofar as they affect women married or formerly. mar- 
ried to husbands of a different nationality, and the 
anomalies arising therefrom, and as they affect children 
born to parents of different nationalities; to prepare a 
report thereon for the next session of the Commission; 
and to report on existing treaties and conventions in the 

field of nationality and the signatories thereto; ... 


“RESOLUTION ON THE PROPOSED TEACHERS’ CHARTER 
“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


“Supports the suggestion made by UNESCO that the pro- 

ood Teachers? Charter include the phrase: ‘no bar founded on 
‘Vistinetions of race, color, sex or creed should operate in any 
way in any branch of the teaching profession’; 


“URGES that in view of wide-spread practi additional sug- 
gestions be made that this Charter support the principles of 
equal pay for men and women and of freedom from discrimina- 


tion on ground of marital status; and 


“SUGGESTS further that, in view of their joint interest in 
this field, UNESCO be requested to include in its annual Report 
information on its progress and plans for improving educational 
opportunities for women.” 


“RESOLUTION ON ECONOMIC RIGHTS 
“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


“RECOGNIZING that any limitation in the matter of equal 
rights of men and women is a breach of fundamental human 
rights and is incompatible with the obligations assumed by 
Members of the United Nations under the Charter, 


“NOTING the existence in a number of countries of discrimi- 
nation as regards the economic and social status of women, as 
a result of which the dignity and worth of women and the active 
part she plays in society are not given the legal recognition and 
opportunities they deserve, thereby retarding the development 
of social progress and the improvement of the standards of 
living of the population of these countries, 


“RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council 
request the States Members of the United Nations to ensure 
(a) that, irrespective of their nationality, race, lan- 
guage or religion, women be granted l rights with 
men to employment and remuneration therefor, leisure, 
social insurance and professional training; 
(b) that in each country the rights of mothers and 
children be guaranteed by law. 


“RESOLUTION ON EQUAL PAY 
“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


“AFFIRMS its rt of the principle of equal pay for men 
ee that e Economic and Social 


and women, and 
Council: call upon Member Governments to encourage the estab- 


lishment of this principle through all B yene- means, especially 
in their own publicly supported and civil services. .. . 
RESOLUTION ON PROPERTY RIGHTS OF 
MARRIED WOMEN 


“THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


“AFFIRMS its belief that all women should be assured full 
economic rights regardless of marital status; 


“CALLS attention to variations in laws in this field, some of 
which operate to restrict married women in regard to their 
rights to act as ians, to control property and earnings, and 
to undertake independent business ventures and in other ways; 


“RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council 


ye the Secretary-General to complete, as oes as pos- 
si 


ble, sections of the questionnaire pertinent to economic 
rights of married women, now in preparation, for submission to 
governments, 


The Commission received a letter from the Minister 
from Lebanon inviting the Commission to hold its next 
meeting in Lebanon. The Commission decided to ex- 
press its thanks to the Government of Lebanon and 
recommended that the Econqmic and Social Council 
permit it to accept this invitation. The letter follows: 


“LEGATION OF LEBANON 
WASHINGTON 


January 14, 1948. 
“Mrs. Bectrup, Chairman, 
Commission of the Status of Women, 
United Nations, 
Lake Success, New York. 


“Dear Mrs. Begtrup: 


“On January 5 I sent you a cable from the Queen 
Elizabeth in which I told you that I was authorized 
by my Government to extend to your Commission a 
cordial invitation to hold its session of 1949 in my 
ern 6 I indicated further that my Government would 
bear the expenses of your Commission which, as we 
had to er informally estimated them before, would 
be of the order of $30,000. I suggested further that the 
session be held in the spring of 1949 owing to the fact 
that in spring my country would be most beautiful. 


“I wish hereby to confirm everything in this cable. 
I want to assure you and the members of your Com- 
mission that you would be most welcome in Lebanon 
and that a session of the Commission on the Status of 
Women held in my country will have far-reaching re- 
percussions on the elevation of the status of women 
throughout the countries of the Middle East. 


“IT am very much hoping your Commission will accept 
our invitation and we will have the great pleasure of 
receiving you in my country in 1949. 


“The exact date of the meeting can be agreed to 
between us. 


“With my best personal regards, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 


“CHARLES MALIK, 


Japanese Constitution Bars 
Discrimination Of Sex 


The final draft of the Japanese Constitution pro- 
posed by the Japanese Government contains two Arti- 
cles on equality: : 


Article XIII. All of the people are equal 
under the law and there shall be no discrimi- 
nation in political, economic or social relations 
because of race, creed, sex, social status, or 
family origin. | 

Article XXII. Marriage shall be based only 
on the mutual consent of both sexes and it 
shall be maintained through mutual coopera- — 
tion, with the equal rights of husband and 
wife as a basis. Laws shall be enacted consid- 
ering choice of spouse, property rights, inher- 
itance, choice of domicile, divorce and other 
matters pertaining to marriage and the 
family from the standpoint of individual dig- 
nity and the essential equality of the sexes. 


Headquarters Needs 


A box from the Wisconsin Branch to National Head- 
quarters recently brought a bed spread, three sheets 
and some table doilies. These have been most grate- 
fully received. 

Four beautiful new blankets presented by Dr. Flor- 
ence A. Armstrong of the Virginia Branch, NWP, have 
been a boon to residents and overnight guests this 
winter at Alva Belmont House. 

Headquarters needs bedding, blankets, comforts, 
rugs, even chairs. If the State Branches could follo 
Wisconsin’s example, we would soon be re-stocked. 
How about appointing a Committee in your State to 
help on this project? 


The date on your wrapper is the date of the expiration of 
your subscription. Send it to us and save our billing you. 
(Subscriptions are payable in advance.) 
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Human Rights In The Making 


By LOUISE VAN EEGHEN, 
Vice-Chairman of World Council of World Woman's Party 


Geneva, Switzerland. 


The second session of the United Nations Commis- 
sion on Human Rights took place in the “Palais des 
Nations” at Geneva from December 2nd to 17th, 1947, 
under the presidency of Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
The only other woman delegate was Mrs. Hansa Mehta 
from India. I attended the meetings of the Human 
Rights Commission and had the opportunity, with 
others, of presenting our position on equality for 
women. 

When the Commission split up in three working 
groups, Mrs. Mehta was elected Chairman of the very 
important section that had to establish measures for 
the implementation of an International Convention on 
Human Rights. 


Mrs. Bodil Begtrup of Denmark, Chairman of the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, 
and Mrs. E. I. Uralova of Byelorussia, Rapporteur of 
the Commission on the Status of Women, had been 
invited to attend the meetings of the Human Rights 
Commission and to take part in the discussions regard- 
ing special rights for women. On their proposal, a note 
has been added to the draft International Declaration 
to the effect that wherever the word “man” is used, 
the word “man” shall be understood to cover both men 
and women. 


As a result of the work of this second session of the 


* Human Rights Commission, three documents will be 


sent to the States members of the United Nations for 
their consideration: Ist a draft Declaration of Human 
Rights; 2nd a draft International Convention; and 3rd 
a ei on measures for implementation of the Con- 
vention. 


The last document forsees the creation of an Inter- 
national Court of Justice for Human Rights, to which 
individual citizens will be able to apply when their 
rights have been attacked. The group of East-Euro- 
pean countries represented on the Human Rights Com- 


mission were opposed to the principle of such an inter- 


national tribunal, which they consider a danger to 
national sovereignty. Mrs. Mehta pointed out that if 
on the national plane the protection of human rights 
rests only with the States, an international control is 
necessary, since the States themselves can violate these 
human rights. Finally, the Commission decided to send 
the report on this question to the Governments for 
their views. | 


The draft Declaration contains about thirty articles © 


dealing with the fundamental rights of liberty and per- 
sonal security, equality before the law, the rights to 
work, to a proper salary, equal pay for equal work, the 
right to free primary education and the possibility of 
the development of the individual. It is specified that 
all of these rights shall be without distinction of race, 
sex, language, religion or social, financial or political 
status. The draft Declaration was adopted but the 
U.S.S.R. abstained from voting because it esteemed 
that social rights had not been sufficiently dealt with. 


The draft International Convention is more concise 
and juridical in its form. It contains the principal 
points enumerated in the Declaration, with the excep- 
tion of social and economic rights. This omision is cer- 
tainly a danger. The Convention is meant to lay down 
in the form of a binding obligation the general prin- 


Governor Of Hawaii Endorses 


TERRITORY OF HAWAII 
Executive Chambers 
Honolulu 


National Woman’s Party 
144 B Street, N.E. 
Washington 2, D. C. 


It is a pleasure to send greetings from Hawaii to 
the members of the National Woman’s Party. 


Your organization is dedicated to an admirable 
cause and I wish you success in obtaining Congres- 
sional action on the Equal Rights Amendment during 
the next session. . 

Sincerely, 


(Signed) INGRAM M. STAINBACK 
Governor of Hawaii 


Mrs. Karl W. Green, former New Mexico Chairman 
of the National Woman’s Party, is now Acting Chair- 
man of the Hawaii Branch, which she founded this 
past summer with the approval of the National Coun- 
cil. It speaks well for the future of this new Branch 
that it has already won approval of the Amendment 
from their Governor. 


In a letter to Headquarters enclosing a copy of the 
Governor’s letter, Mrs. Greene says in part: : 


“On Tuesday, September 23, 1947, I had a most inter- 
esting interview with the Governor of Hawaii and am 
pleased to report that I found His Excellency most com- 

letely informed on all equal rights ideals, including 
a service for women. 


“The Territorial women are to be congratulated on | 
having such an understanding Governor as Ingram M. 
Stainback, and I am proud to enclose his very gracious 
letter extending greetings and endorsement of our 
amendment. 

“At present the Hawaii Branch is in the embryo 
stage, but I visualize progress, since from time imme- 
morial the women of these Islands have shared respon- 
sibility with their men. I have already contacted many 
interesting and ip cg personalities during my 
short stay here. I shall try, as I pestle apg, Boag for New 
Mexico, to keep their enthusiasm running high. A small 
New York City draft has ~~ forward as my contribu- 
tion to-the work and I'll close with the prayerful 
thought for success in our work.” | 


Mrs, Kart W. GREENE, 


Founder and Acting Chairman Hawaii Branch, 
Nati Woman’s Party. 


cipals set forth im the Declaration. The U.S.A., the 
U.S.S.R., Byelorussia and the Ukraine stated that they 
considered the Convention premature and voted against 
it. Great Britain and the smaller States pressed for 
the adoption of the Convention on the ground that a 
Declaration has no'binding power. 


The Commission on Human. Rights will meet again 
in May, 1948, at Lake Success to study the observa- 


- tions sent in by the Governments and to prepare the 


definite text that will be submitted to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in September. 


After you have read this issue of EQUAL 
RIGHTS, please give or lend it to some one 
whom you think may be interested in the cause of 
equal rights for men and women. 
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BQUAL RIGHTS . i 


New Biography Of Susan B. Anthony 


At last we have a biography of this famous crusader 
for Equal Rights for women and men which can be 
read in an evening. (Susan B. Anthony, Champion of 
Women’s Rights, by Florence Horn Bryan.) It makes 
possible the complete understanding of this remark- 
ably intelligent girl who could read and write at the 
age of five, and who found figures such fun that she 
persuaded her favorite boy cousin to teach her alge- 
bra! And that at a time when women did not need 
to know much besides addition and subtraction. 

Mrs. Bryan does not slight the great feminine quali- 
ties of Susan in recounting her unusual achievements. 
She lets us know that Susan’s love of beauty and fine 
clothes was incidental to a greater love for justice and 
a better world for all. She stresses the absolute self- 
lessness Which gave Susan an almost supernatural en- 
ergy in carrying out plans of campaigns laid by Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanton and herself which carried the cause 
of Equal Rights all over the United States. 

Her spriteliness of mind gave her speeches a gay 
and memorable quality which was more convincing 
than most sermons. 

More young girls will love and understand Susan 
and take up the torch which she carried for them when 
they have read this charming book. 


AMELIA HIMES WALKER. 


Gift To Headquarters Garden 


The garden at Alva Belmont House has been made 
even more lovely by the gift of a beautiful marble 
bench, presented by Mrs. Victor Blakeslee in memory 


of her husband, Captain Blakeslee, U. S. N. 

Mrs. Blakeslee is the well known author and war 
correspondent, Irena Skariatina. She has long been a 
member of the National Woman’s Party and has given 
several of her books to the Library. Among them are 
“A World Can End,” and “Little Era in Old Russia.” 

In a letter to the National Chairman, Mrs. Blakeslee 
says: “I was happy to present the little marble bench 
to your beautiful garden. It is one of the loveliest 
gardens in Washington and I am glad that it has some- 
thing of us in it.” 

Members of the National Woman’s Party are deeply 
touched by this tribute of Mrs. Blakeslee’s. It is an 
honor to have a memorial to Captain Blakeslee in 
the garden of Alva Belmont House. 


IN APPRECIATION 


for a century of great leadership 
in the cause of equality 
1849-1948 
From a friend, D. V. 


“Blessed Are Che Peatemakers” 


By GLADYS HOUSTON GREINER 


“Miss Greiner is a very spirited exponent of the freedom of 
thought and will in women. . . . So when she sings of peace 


it is worthwhile sitting up and taking notice. She writes well 
and effectively and has the true poet’s touch.” 
Baltimore Sun. 


Autographed books $1.00 from author, Ruxton, Md. 


Feminist First 


Equal Rights in Boston Chamber of Commerce 


Directors of the Boston Chamber of Commerce 
voted in December, 1947, to amend the by-laws to ad- 
mit women to equal rights in its activities. In January, 
1948, they followed up this move by electing Dr. Sara 
M. Jordan to the Board. Dr. Jordan is not only the 
first woman member of the Board of Directors of the 
Boston Chamber of Commerce, but as far as that body 
can discover, is the first woman ever to hold such a 
place in any large chamber of commerce. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Pioneer California Feminist 


Mrs. Mary McHenry Keith, widow of the California 
painter, William Keith, died at her home in Berkeley 
on October 14. She was 94 years old. 


Mrs. Keith, the daughter of a Justice of the Louisi- 
ana Supreme Court, was the first woman graduate of 
the Hastings College of Law. She practiced law until 
her marriage and was a pioneer worker for woman 
suffrage. She was active in the feminist movement 
more years than any other worker in California. She 
recently left letters from Susan B. Anthony to the 
Bancroft Library at the University of California. 


Mrs. Edith B. Newman 


In the passing of Mrs. Edith B. Newman of Cheverly, 
Maryland, on October 18, 1947, the National Woman’s 
Party has lost one of its early and valued members— 
one who participated in the dramatic campaign for the 
suffrage amendment. Mrs. Newman was one of those 
who picketed the White House as a means of securing 
action by President Wilson on that measure. She also 
took part in other ways in the colorful pageantry that 
marked that historic campaign. Mrs. Newman joined 
the Woman’s Party when it was first organized and 
helped particularly during the first years when she 
gave devoted service as a volunteer worker in the little 
basement office on F Street, which served as the first 
headquarters of the Woman’s Party, then known as 
the Congressional Union. 


Mrs. Newman was a lawyer, having been admitted 
to the District Bar in 1917. She had an unusual know!- 
edge of Spanish legal procedure and of the Spanish 
language, and became a translator of documents with 
the Mexican Claims Commission, from which she was 
retired a number of years ago. Because of this unusual 
knowledge, her services were borrowed by the State 
— to assist in arbitration matters in Havana, 

u 


Mrs. Edwin L. Lobdell 


National Woman’s Party members are saddened by 
the news of the passing of Mrs. Edwin L. Lobdell of 
Chicago. Mrs. Lobdell was a devoted suffragist and 
equal rights leader. It was largely due to her lead- 
ership that the Illinois Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party flourished during the early days of 
the organization. | 


Prominent in civic enterprises and a member of many 
distinguished groups, she answered every call to 
advance the interests of women. Her interest was 
shared by her daughter, Adeline Lobdell Pynchon 
who is a member of the Illinois Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party. 
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News From The States 
CALIFORNIA - telegrams to Ohio’s members of the House Judiciary 


Lucy Rice Winkler attended the Conference of Sec- 


ondary School Administrators at Atlantic City in Feb- | 
ruary and visited at Alva Belmont House for a busy | 


two days. | | 

Mrs. Winkler reported that at the Conference she 
distributed copies of the Equal Rights issue of the 
Los Angeles School Journal. This issue, which our 
readers may receive by writing to Headquarters, com- 


memorates the one hundredth anniversary of the first — 


equal rights convention at Senecca Falls, N. Y. 
Branches will be interested in the account of the Susan 


B. Anthony Oratorical Contest for Senior Girls, ini- — 


tiated by Dr. Zelma Huxtable and Mrs. Winkler. 


On February 14, the annual Susan B. Anthony 


Memorial Exhibit of rare books and letters was held at 
the Los Angeles Public Library. Miss Christabel 
Pankhurst gave a stirring talk appealing to women to 
take a more active part as citizens and in world affairs. 

On February 15, Mrs. Winkler attended the dedica- 


tion of the Margaret Whittemore Memorial Collection ~ 


of feminist books at the Santa Barbara Public Library. 
Elsie Hill, of Connecticut and Santa Barbara, arranged 
the dedication ceremony. 
ILLINOIS 
Mrs. Charles Robbins, 


- 
x 


Chairman of the Illinois’ 


Branch of the National Woman’s Party, sends the fol- - 


lowing list of Illinois State officers: Chairman, Mrs. ‘ 
Charles Robbins; Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Mabel Put- © 
nam; Secretary, Mrs. Helen Danek; Treasurer, Mrs. . 


Nina Allender; Legal Advisor, Miss Matilda Fenberg. 

The Illinois State Committee was represented at the 
recent Woman’s Party trial in Washington by Miss 
Fenberg, who testified on behalf of the State Com- 


mittee in support of the National officers and Commit- | 


tee elected at the Convention by mail, October, 1945. 
OHIO 


and tea at the Archaeological Museum, Ohio State 
University campus. Professor C. C. Huntington spoke 
on the life of Lucretia Mott stressing the preparation 
her lineage and background gave her for leadership, 
and the evolution of her guiding principle—‘“the suffi- 


ciency of the light within, resting on truth for author- 


ity rather than authority for truth.” 
Mr. Huntington was a happy choice for speaker 


since he is a life long feminist—even in his student — 


days at Antioch College he. supported suffrage for 
women by writing feminist articles. © 

Mrs. Clara Snell Wolfe, Chairman of the Qhio 
Branch spoke of another Quaker, Alice Paul, who 
brought new ideas and a dynamic program to the work 


for suffrage, and immeasurably speeded up the cam- — 


paign which resulted. in passage of the Suffrage 
Amendment. 

Four original suffrage cartoons by Billy Ireland, for 
years nationally known cartoonist of the Columbus 
Dispatch, were presented by the Branch to the Ohioana 
Library. This library, founded by women and located 
in the State Office Building was deemed to be a suitable 

pository for these valuable historic drawings. Mrs. 

epew Head, Director, received the cartoons for the 
Library, with several other members of the Board. 

Between fifty and sixty men and women were 
one Miss Genevieve Taylor, vice chairman of the 

olumbus Branch, presided. 

On February 15, members of the Industrial group 
met at the Deshler Wallick Hotel to hear a talk on 
Susan B. Anthony by Dr. Faye B. Reeder and to send 


| 


The Columbus Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party observed Lucretia Mott’s Birthday by a program — 


Committee. Petitions bearing 50 names also resulted 
from the meeting and plans were made for perfecting 
the organization of this Council. 


NORTH DAKOTA 
The forward drive toward equality goes steadily on 


in this state. Mrs. Alfred Zuger, State Chairman of 


Legislation, who worked so valiantly and successfully 
to get the Legislature to memorialize the U. S. Con- 
gress on the Equal Rights Amendment, writes us that 
there is “a marked change . . . as to women holding 
Executive offices since passage of. the Equal -Rights 
Amendments by the North Dakota Legislature in 1947. 
To substantiate this statement Mrs. Zugar sends us a 
list which includes, in addition to two women in the 
legislature, two county judges, a mayor, a sheriff, a 
State auditor, a Deputy Secretary of State, thirty- 
nine County Superintendents of Schools, a Postmis- 
tress, seven Registers of Deeds, three Clerks of Court, 
a Police Magistrate, a Police Traffic Clerk, and a 
Police Department positions had formerly been held 
by men.)}* Notable “first”? for women in the State are: 
President of the State Postmasters Association, Presi- 
dent of County Auditors, and, on the Indian Reserva- 
tion of Standing Rock, President of the Sioux Tribal 
Council. Regarding this last office Mrs. Zuger points 
out that “even our Indians are appreciating the pass- 
age of the Equal Rights Amendment.” 


PEN NSYLVANIA—Philadelphia 


A joint meeting sponsored by the Philadelphia 
Branch, Mrs. Mary Stockton. Taylor, Chairman, and 
the Professional and Business Women’s group, Mrs. 
Adda Lutz Ferguson, Chairman, of the National Wom- 
an’s Party was held on Saturday afternoon, February 
7, in the studio of KYW, one of Philadelphia’s leading 
radio stations. 

Guest-speaker of the meeting was Miss Anita Pollit- 
zer, National Chairman of the National Woman's 
Party, who, in a comprehensive talk discussed the 
Equal Rights Amendment and gave the political situa- 
tion. Mrs. Adda Lutz Ferguson, Philadelphia attorney, 
presented the legal picture of the work to be done, and 
Mrs. Taylor spoke on the United Nations provisions 
for equality. | 

Miss Iola S. Ranck, Pennsylvania .Chairman, Past 
Vice-President, American Federation of Soroptimists, 
and Past President, Philadelphia Soroptimists, spoke 
on “Equality—a Principle.” 

The audience which filled the room to overflowing included 
leaders from the following Philadelphia Clubs: Professional and 
Business Women’s Republican Club of Philadelphia, represented 
by Mrs. Mae A, Hirst, Mrs. Verna Cole, and Miss Eva M. 


French; Quota Club of Philadelphia, represented by Miss Anna 
C. Siegle, Mrs. Serena Foley Davis and Mrs. Mildred Thomas; 


_ Zonta Club of Philadelphia, represented by Dr. Dorothy Wood; 


New Century Guild, represented by Frances Preston; Civic 
Club, represented by E. A. Jonas; Philadelphia Dietetic Asso- 
cvation, represented by Miss Julia E. Amerese, President; The 
Sentry, represented by Mrs. Elizabeth W. Helms, President, 
Miss Mae B. Reed and Miss Charlotte Bobb; Women’s Traffic 


Club represented by Mrs. M. Frances Snyder, President, and 
Marie M. Neason. 


The Altrusa Club and the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club also joined in expressions favoring the Amendment. 


VIRGINIA 


The Virginia Branch of the National Woman’s Party 
met on February 29 at the home of Dr. Florence A. 
Armstrong. Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, Chairman, pre- 
sided. Discriminatory laws of the State of Virginia 
were read and discussed. Members were astounded at 
some of the unequal laws still on the statute books. 
5 pee es discussed for work in each Congressional 
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